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CIVIL WRONGS – RIGHTED 
By Gavin Kayner 

 
SYNOPSIS:  Roxie is a high school student confronting her greatest 
challenge: American history. With a cast of influential civil rights leaders, 
American history has never been more enthralling or interesting or fun! A 
historical adventure that will become a curriculum and/or stage favorite. 
 

CAST OF CHARACTERS 
(10 females, 8 males, 8 either; gender flexible, doubling possible) 

 
ROXIE (f) ..................................................... The dynamic star of the show.  

(109 lines) 
THOMAS JEFFERSON (m)......................... (10 lines) 
JAMES MADISON (m) ................................ (10 lines) 
WILLIAM GARRISON (m) ......................... (11 lines) 
FREDERICK DOUGLASS (m) ................... (12 lines) 
ABRAHAM “ABE” LINCOLN (m)............. (3 lines) 
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. (m) ............. (6 lines) 
SOJOURNER TRUTH (f) ............................ (13 lines) 
HARRIET TUBMAN (f) .............................. (11 lines) 
ELIZABETH STANTON (f) ........................ (12 lines) 
LUCY STONE (f) ......................................... (10 lines) 
SUSAN B. ANTHONY (f) ........................... (11 lines) 
ABIGAIL ADAMS (f) .................................. (7 lines) 
CARRIE CATT (f)........................................ (9 lines) 
LUCRETIA MOTT (f) .................................. (11 lines) 
BRENDA/BRYAN (f/m) .............................. News reporter.  (45 lines) 
BARBARA/BILL (f/m) ................................ News reporter.  (39 lines) 
MOM (f) ....................................................... (6 lines) 
NEWSHAWK (f/m) ...................................... (2 lines) 
ANNOUNCER (f/m) .................................... (4 lines) 
LAWYER (f/m) ............................................ (1 line) 
MEMBER 1 (f/m) ......................................... (1 line) 
MEMBER 2 (f/m) ......................................... (1 line) 
NATIVE AMERICAN (f/m) ........................ (1 line) 
MAN 1 (m) ................................................... (1 line) 
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 GAVIN KAYNER  3 

MAN 2 (m) ................................................... (1 line) 
CHORUS MEN (m) ...................................... (36 lines) 
CHORUS WOMEN (f) ................................. (44 lines) 
 
DURATION: 25 minutes 
 
NOTE:  Roles can be doubled.  Line count for individual characters does not 
include the line count for Chorus Men or Chorus Women.  
 

PROPS 
 

 Handheld Microphone 
 Newspaper 
 Small tables and chairs 
 Quill Pens 
 Papers 
 Pad of Paper and Pencil 
 Document (looks like Declaration of Independence)  
 Basketball 
 Document (looks like the Bill of Rights)  
 Triangle (percussion instrument) 
 Top Hat (a la Lincoln) 
 Lincoln’s papers 
 Dictionary 
 Book 
 Roxie’s backpack 
 Gavel 

 
SOUND EFFECTS 

 
 Drum 
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PRODUCTION NOTES 

CHORUS NOTE:  All actors playing specific roles who join the chorus lose 
their specific character identity – if they are assigned one. The minimum 
number of chorus members is 8 (especially in regards to the Civil War battles), 
but could be performed with fewer in a minimalist presentation. 
 
Civil Wrongs – Righted is meant to be portable – light on its feet.  It requires 
very few set pieces or props. Light and sound cues are minimal – if any. (Of 
course, each venue can add values as budget and equipment allow.) It is 
suggested that the chorus dress all in black, or black and red, or in some sort 
of uniformity. Individual players need a costume piece that differentiates them 
and suggests their role.  For example, the newshawk might wear suspenders 
and cap, Barbara and Brenda might wear ties and blazers and so forth. Actors 
playing specific historical characters might have the character’s name affixed 
to their black (or red) t-shirts. Roxie begins the play in “funky PJs” but has a 
quick onstage change to normal clothing.  This can be done using “footie 
pajamas” and having regular clothes on underneath. 
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SETTING:  A bed – raked. 
AT RISE:  Morning light. A figure underneath the rumpled bedclothes. 
 
MOM:  (From offstage.)  Roxie!  You have 40 minutes before school.  

Make sure you’re there! 
 
ROXIE stirs. 
 
 (From offstage.) Roxie!?  You hear me!? 
 
ROXIE pushes up from the pillow. 
 
ROXIE:  People in Mozambique can hear you! [Mozambique can be 

changed to whatever may elicit the laugh.] 
MOM:  You don’t even want to be late for that Civil Rights play. 
ROXIE:  I’m not feeling very civil - right about now. 
 
A door slams. 
 
 Play? About Civil Rights? You’ve got to be kidding. I’d rather sleep.  

(Falls back against the pillow.) 
 
Music and flashing lights.  An announcer enters with fake microphone. 
 
ANNOUNCER:  Ladies and gentlemen, 
ROXIE:  Hey?! 
ANNOUNCER:  Welcome to the premiere of Civil Wrongs Righted. 
ROXIE:  Wait a minute! 
ANNOUNCER:  Please extinguish, I mean turn off all cell phones, 

pagers, Black or blue berries, iPods and any other annoying 
electronic devices. 

ROXIE:  (Jumps out of bed. She’s dressed in funky pajamas.) What’s 
going on here? 

ANNOUNCER:  Thank you. 
ROXIE:  I’m trying to sleep, thank you.  
 
NEWSHAWK enters. 
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NEWSHAWK:  Extra!  Extra! 
ROXIE:  What’s your story?! 
NEWSHAWK:  Read all about it.  (Slams a newspaper into ROXIE’S 

gut.) America’s Coming of Age! 
 
ROXIE looks at the headlines. 
 
ROXIE:  Civil Rights – Pass it On. 
 
ENTIRE CAST enters except BRENDA and BARBARA. THOMAS 
JEFFERSON and JAMES MADISON carry small tables with paper and 
quill pens. Two others carry chairs. 
 
ALL:  (Except ROXIE.  Softly as they enter.) Freedom. Freedom. 

Freedom. Freedom— 
ROXIE:  (Attempts to get someone’s attention.) Wait a minute.  What 

are you doing? This is my bedroom not a stage. Hey, I’m talking to 
you people. I’ve got 15 more minutes of sleep— 

SOJOURNER:  Too many folks been asleep.  Still asleep.  (Takes 
newspaper from ROXIE.) 

ABIGAIL:  And school is in session. (Gives ROXIE a pad and pencil.) 
CHORUS:  Ding! 
ROXIE:  Who are you people? 
ALL CAST:  (Except ROXIE.) The voice of freedom. 
ROXIE:  I don’t want to be hearing any voices.  It’s way too early. 
SUSAN:  What happens if it gets too late? 
ROXIE:  Late? 
HARRIET:  Come on, girl.  Wake up. The show is… 
ROXIE:  Show? 
SOJOURNER:  Why sure.  We’ve even got an audience. (Gestures.) 
ROXIE:  (Backing away.) Audience? 
CARRIE:  And you’re the star! 
 
ROXIE’S nightshirt is whipped away to reveal she’s dressed in the 
current fashion. 
 
ROXIE:  Star?  Well— (Liking that idea a little.) 
ELIZABETH:  Of course.  Without you the entire thing – collapses.   
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CHORUS drops willy-nilly to the stage. 
 
ROXIE:  (Puts pad and pencil in a pocket.)  What thing? 
LUCRETIA:  These United States. 
LUCY:  This republic 
ROXIE:  The whole United States?  Come on.  I’m just a kid. 
ABIGAIL:  That’s not what you tell your mother. 
ROXIE:  Yeah, well, what difference can I make? 
SUSAN:  All the difference in the world. 
ROXIE:  (Heads back to bed.)  Forget it. I need my rest.  I got a big 

game tonight— 
FREDERICK:  This is bigger and it’s no game. 
ROXIE:  But I’m the captain of the... 
WILLIAM:  Captain? Perfect. We need people who can lead. 
CARRIE:  (Straightens ROXIE’S posture.) So stand with us, Roxie. 
 
CHORUS stands. 
 
SOJOURNER:  Sing with us. 
CHORUS:  Freedom! 
SUSAN:  Sing for us. 
ROXIE:  No way! I don’t even sing in the shower. 
HARRIET:  Then shout out loud ‘cause the dream of freedom hasn’t 

fully come awake yet. 
ROXIE:  Neither have I. 
BRENDA:  (Enters all flourish and flash.) Harriet’s correct. The final 

chapter on Civil Rights hasn’t been written. That’s where you come 
in. Yes, you’re needed to finish the tale. But you have to know the 
beginning before writing the end. Listen. 

CHORUS:  Up! 
ROXIE:  I am and I hear my pillow calling me. (Starts to wander back 

to bed.) 
ELIZABETH:  (Steers ROXIE to THOMAS.) It’s long distance. Don’t 

accept the charges. 
BRENDA:  Chapter One. 
 
The CAST gathers at the feet of THOMAS JEFFERSON. 
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BRENDA:  This is the story of a country struggling to put into action 

the words of our Founding Fathers. It’s the story of hope, courage 
and possibilities. It began – let me see— 

 
ABIGAIL nudges ROXIE. 
 
ROXIE:  1776. 
WILLIAM:  Close enough. 
ROXIE:  What’d mean close en— 
THOMAS:  (Stands and reads from the Declaration.) When in the 

course of human events it becomes necessary for one people to 
dissolve the… (Trails off.) 

BRENDA:  This country is over 200 years old. Men such as Thomas 
Jefferson planted the seeds for liberty. People such as you and me 
are charged with making certain the seeds finally bear fruit. That’s 
a significant task. An important work. Men, women, children of every 
age, color and place have been dreaming the dream of America for 
thousands of years. You’re lucky. You get to live it. 

SOJOURNER:  And perfect it. 
CHORUS:  Hallelujah! 
BARBARA:  (Enters.) Exactly. You get to live the dream of freedom. 

The dream of personal safety. The dream of self-government. The 
dream to have, hold, and cherish our individual civil liberties. Lucky? 
Hey, how about responsible. 

ROXIE:  Leave it to someone else─ 
CARRIE:  Do you leave the last shot in a close game to someone else? 
ROXIE:  No way. 
LUCRETIA:  Then–– 
CHORUS:  Get off the bench! 
THOMAS:  We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are 

created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain 
inalienable rights, that among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit 
of happiness. (Looks up and smiles proudly.) 

ROXIE:  I was happy in bed. 
ABIGAIL:  So were the Minutemen ‘till Revere called them to arms. 
BRENDA:  Life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. Noble, inspiring 

words. Sweet, right? 
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ROXIE:  Like my dreams. 
BARBARA:  A war was fought for them. 
CHORUS:  Revolutionary, man! 
ROXIE:  Who doesn’t know that? 
ABIGAIL:  (Pointed sarcasm.) Who doesn’t appreciate that? 
BRENDA:  And in 1789 a fledging country took wing. 
JAMES:  (Stands and reads.) We the people of the United States, in 

order to form a more perfect Union, establish justice, insure 
domestic tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote the 
general welfare— (Gestures ROXIE to continue.) 

ROXIE:  And secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our 
posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution. 

LUCY:  You have been paying attention. 
ROXIE:  I’m not just a pretty face. Scholarship student. 
FREDERICK:  So act like it. 
 
ROXIE and FREDERICK lock eyes. 
 
WILLIAM:  Big words in that Preamble. 
BRENDA:  Unalienable, domestic, tranquility. Posterity. 
HARRIET:  But what do they mean? 
ROXIE:  (Challenging FREDERICK.) Freedom. 
SUSAN:  (Takes ROXIE’S arm and swinging her away.) Now you’re 

catching on. 
CHORUS:  Freedom rising! 
BARBARA:  The Declaration of Independence — (Acknowledges 

JEFFERSON.) And the Constitution of the United States – 
(Acknowledges MADISON.) Two of the most important documents 
written by humankind. 

BRENDA:  It was the dawning of a new day! 
BARBARA:  Just like this one, Roxie. 
FREDERICK:  (Challenging.) But it wasn’t shining on everyone. Was 

it, Roxie? 
 
FREDERICK picks up ROXIE’S basketball. They lock eyes again. 
 
CHORUS:  (Softly.) Freedom! It’s such a sweet word – freedom. I like 

the sound of freedom. I’m living to the beat of freedom. 
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10 CIVIL WRONGS – RIGHTED  

FREDERICK:  (Flicks the ball to ROXIE and speaks over the CHORUS 
– throwing down the gauntlet.) Was it, Roxie? (Eyes ROXIE a 
moment more before turning away.) 

CHORUS:  (Louder.) Got to pass on that freedom. It’s such a sweet 
word... 

ROXIE:  (Taking the last shot, she slaps the ball.) All right! Hold the 
phone! What are you trying to pull here? 

 
The ENTIRE CAST freezes. ROXIE draws back a bit. 
 
SOJOURNER:  Go on, girl. 
ROXIE:  (Cautiously.) Back then – did those two documents include 

African Americans? 
CHORUS:  No! 
ROXIE:  (Stronger.) Women? 
CHORUS:  No! 
ROXIE:  (More.) Children? 
CHORUS:  No! 
ROXIE:  (Rocking now.) Or any other body but white land owners over 

18 years of age? 
CHORUS:  No! 
ROXIE:  Hey, that’s not democracy! 
FREDERICK:  Now you’re a player. 
 
ROXIE and FREDERICK exchange the latest ‘handshake’. 
 
SOJOURNER:  If one single body is not free, then no body is free! 
ROXIE:  (Sets basketball on the bed.) So what are we going to do about 

it? 
LUCY:  We. Exactly. 
BARBARA:  It was 1789. The Constitution was ratified. A new nation 

was born. An infant. A modern experiment in ‘government of the 
people, by the people, for the people’, and in the laboratory of social 
sciences many would be called upon to perfect the results. 

 
During the following, when their character name is called each 
character steps forward and shakes ROXIE’S hand. 
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BRENDA:  Abigail Adams. 
BARBARA:  Sojourner Truth. 
BRENDA:  William Garrison. 
BARBARA:  Frederick Douglass. 
BRENDA:  Harriet Tubman. 
ROXIE:  Abraham Lincoln. 
BARBARA:  Susan B. Anthony and Lucretia Mott. 
ROXIE:  Martin Luther King, Jr. 
BRENDA:  Carrie Catt, Lucy Stone and Elizabeth Stanton. 
ELIZABETH:  And thousands of others. 
ROXIE:  And me. 
HARRIET:  And you. 
ROXIE:  So let’s get this story straight. 
WILLIAM:  Lead on. 
 
ROXIE points at THOMAS and JAMES. 
 
ROXIE:  Talk to us. 
THOMAS and JAMES:  Let freedom ring! 
 
WILLIAM strikes a sour note on a triangle. 
 
HARRIET:  1789 – over 600,000 African-American slaves lived in the 

United States. 
JAMES:  Let liberty ring! 
 
WILLIAM strikes a sour note. 
 
SUSAN:  1789 – women could not vote, did not run for office. 
THOMAS:  Let domestic tranquility ring. 
 
WILLIAM strikes a sour note. 
 
LUCRETIA:  Children could be used to work long hours, doing 

dangerous jobs, for very little pay. 
JAMES:  Let the general welfare ring. 
 
WILLIAM strikes a sour note. 
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FREDERICK:  Native Americans were removed from their lands, jailed, 

killed, and set aside on reservations. 
THOMAS and JAMES:  We the people in order to form a more perfect 

union? (Thomas and James are consternated.) 
LUCY:  Perfection? Well— 
SOJOURNER:  What were you thinking? 
 
THOMAS and JAMES chagrined. ROXIE saves them. 
 
ROXIE:  Hey, you added on the Bill of Rights. That’s something. 
THOMAS and JAMES:  Ah! 
 
JAMES shuffles through his papers and holds it up – triumphant. 
 
JAMES:  To begin: Freedom of speech— 
 
Several heated conversations break out within the CHORUS. 
 
ROXIE:  It ain’t freedom when you’re interrupting! 
 
CHORUS clams up. 
 
JAMES:  Freedom of the press, religion, and to gather peaceably. 
 
CHORUS walks in protest. 
 
THOMAS:  The right to speedy trial, bear arms, and due process. 
ROXIE:  Right to counsel for your defense–– 
 
CHORUS in a courtroom. LAWYER from the CHORUS addresses the 
bench. 
LAWYER:  (Using ROXIE as the defendant.) Your Honor, this person 

is innocent until proven guilty by the law and not by man. 
JAMES:  Exactly. 
ROXIE:  Explain that to my mother. 
 
LAWYER and ROXIE exchange the latest ‘hand jive’. 
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THOMAS:  And finally, protection against unreasonable searches, 

testifying against oneself and double jeopardy. 
MEMBER 1:  I’ll take democracy for 1,000 dollars, Alex. 
MEMBER 2:  It’s priceless, Miss. You can have it, if you can hold it. 
ROXIE:  The first ten amendments to the Constitution. Sick. [Insert 

appropriate current word here.] 
THOMAS and JAMES:  Brilliant. 
 
THOMAS and JAMES sit and observe – responding to the action at the 
director's discretion. 
 
ROXIE:  That too. 
BRENDA:  But those words didn’t – illuminate everybody. 
ROXIE:  As I pointed out. 
BARBARA:  It takes time to change hundreds of years of thinking. 
ROXIE:  Don’t I know. My mom won’t even think about me getting a 

tattoo. 
ELIZABETH:  Stick to the script. 
ROXIE:  Well, that’s about freedom. 
LUCRETIA:  But it’s not about discipline. 
LUCY:  Can’t have one without the other. 
ROXIE:  Say what? 
HARRIET:  Think about it. Now, where did we leave off? 
MARTIN:  In order to form a more perfect union– 
BRENDA:  Right! The new nation grew and prospered. 
SOJOURNER:  On the backs of the unfortunate. 
SUSAN:  The disenfranchised. 
ROXIE:  Those who couldn’t vote. 
BARBARA:  In 1803 the Louisiana Purchase doubled the size of the 

United States. 
BRENDA:  1811 work began on a National Road. 
BARBARA:  1812 we fought a war with Great Britain. 
ROXIE:  They burned the capitol. 
FREDERICK:  And Francis Scott Key wrote the Star Spangled 

Banner... 
ROXIE:  What key did he write it in? 
CHORUS:  Ha. 
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WILLIAM:  That wasn’t funny 200 years ago. 
FREDERICK:  We rebuilt the capitol and shouldered on. 
BRENDA:  1819 – 93 percent of the population was rural. 
ROXIE:  Country people. 
SOJOURNER:  Farmers. 
HARRIET:  And great many of them were slaves. 
ROXIE:  People may be created equal, but we sure weren’t treated that 

way. 
CHORUS:  Liberty or die. 
ELIZABETH:  (Somberly.) Liberty and too many did. 
BARBARA:  A nation conceived in liberty could not long stand with the 

yoke of slavery slung about its neck. Clearly it would have to be 
thrown off or the dream extinguished. 

BRENDA:  But, oh what a cost. 
ROXIE:  Yeah, a not so civil war. 
 
For the next five lines, the CHORUS splits and moves to opposite sides 
of the stage to speak as two halves. 
 
FIRST HALF:  We must keep the nation united! 
SECOND HALF:  States’ rights first or we will secede! 
FIRST HALF:  United we stand! 
SECOND HALF:  States’ rights! 
FIRST HALF:  Or divided we— 
ALL CHORUS:  Fall! 
 
The two sides mime aiming rifles at one another. ROXIE runs between 
them. 
 
ROXIE:  Give peace a chance. 
 
CHORUS holds their positions. 
BARBARA:  In the years before the Civil War, brave men and women 

chipped away at the system of slavery with their words and with 
their deeds. 

SOJOURNER:  (Flourishes copy of her book.) We wrote books 
exposing the bitter treatment. 
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WILLIAM:  (Flourishes newspaper.) We published newspapers calling 
for abolition of such abomination. 

HARRIET:  (Holds up a lantern.) We helped women, men and children 
escape from slavery through the Underground Railroad. 

FREDERICK:  And we gave fiery speeches! 
 
SOJOURNER, WILLIAM, HARRIET and FREDERICK engage 
CHORUS in exclamatory vocalizations! ABE steps forward, retrieves a 
paper from his hat to speak. 
 
ROXIE:  Hey. Wait. Listen up! 
 
The ENTIRE CAST quietly faces ROXIE. 
 
ROXIE:  (Subdued by their attention.) The man’s got something to say. 
 
ABE begins speech, stops, hesitates and crumples paper to a ball. 
 
BRENDA:  But mere speeches could not resolve the conflict. And a 

great war was fought. And too many men and boys died in too many 
battles for too many years. 

 
A drum sounds. 
 
CHORUS:  Bullrun. 
 
Several CHORUS members on either side drop to the ground. 
 
WILLIAM:  Shiloh. 
 
More CHORUS members drop to the ground. 
 
ROXIE:  Then the Emancipation Proclamation! That was good. 
FREDERICK:  Yes! Now the war was more clearly a fight against 

slavery. 
ABE:  And it went on. 
CHORUS:  Fredericksburg. 
 

DO N
OT C

OPY 



16 CIVIL WRONGS – RIGHTED  

More CHORUS members drop to the ground. 
 
WILLIAM:  Gettysburg, where Mr. Lincoln redefined America. 
 
More CHORUS members drop to the ground. 
 
ABE:  Four score and seven years ago... 
ROXIE:  I got the rest of it, Mr. President. ‘Our fathers brought forth on 

this continent, a new nation, conceived in liberty, and dedicated to 
the proposition that all men are created equal.’ 

CHORUS WOMEN:  (Softly.) What about us? 
FREDERICK:  The war ended in 1865. Over 620,000 soldiers died as 

a result.  But not all of them in vain. The nation was preserved and 
the institution of slavery defeated. Freedom – rising. (Gestures with 
his arms.) 

 
The fallen CHORUS members stand. FREDERICK joins them. 
 
ROXIE:  Six-hundred twenty-thousand soldiers and one president. 
WILLIAM:  Too true. Mr. Lincoln was assassinated in April of 1865. He 

never saw the fruits of his labor. 
 
ABE joins the CHORUS. 
 
ROXIE:  And they were sweet! Talk to ‘em. 
BARBARA:  (Proudly.) The Thirteenth Amendment – 1865. 
CHORUS:  Abolishes slavery. 
BRENDA:  The Fourteenth Amendment – 1868. 
CHORUS:  Civil Rights under the law for African Americans. (Shakes 

hands with one another.) 
BARBARA:  The Fifteenth Amendment – 1870. 
CHORUS:  African Americans can vote! (Tick off a ballot.) 
HARRIET:  But saying it’s so doesn’t make it so. 
ROXIE:  You sound like my mother. 
BARBARA:  After the Civil War, instead of ensuring freedom for all, 

America became separate and unequal.  
HARRIET and WILLIAM:  We had a long way to go yet. 
 

DO N
OT C

OPY 



 GAVIN KAYNER  17 

HARRIET and WILLIAM join the CHORUS.  CHORUS separates. 
 
MARTIN:  That’s right. We had separate drinking fountains, separate 

toilets, separate schools, separate and recriminatory justice – 
repressive times for free African Americans. But I say:  

ROXIE:  Our uncommon humanity shall overcome our common 
hostility. 

 
ROXIE preens. MARTIN checks her with a look. 
 
MARTIN:  Yes. Something like that. And something had to be done. 
ROXIE:  And you went out and did it, Dr. King. I saw the documentary 

– “Eyes on the Prize.” The marches on the streets. Non-violent 
protests to face down discrimination. You leading the way. 
Reverend King took it to the hoop, people! 

MARTIN:  We took it to Washington DC. Several hundred thousands 
of us calling on these United States to untie the bonds of racism 
wherever it may be, however it manifests itself and set each other 
free. 

ROXIE:  1963. Your speech at that rally was a slam-dunk! 
 
ROXIE and MARTIN knuckle-bump. 
 
BARBARA:  The Civil Rights Movement led by Dr. Martin Luther King, 

Jr. and others during the 60s electrified the country. And progress 
was made. Congress passed the Civil Rights Act of 1964. 

BRENDA:  This law banned discrimination based upon a person’s 
color, race, national origin, religion or gender. No more riding in the 
back of the bus. 

 
CHORUS takes a step toward one another. 
 
CHORUS:  Freedom. Step-by-step. 
MARTIN:  Still, the game wasn’t won entirely. 
BRENDA:  The voice of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. was silenced April 

4, 1968. But his words resonate today as we continue on our path 
to realizing our full potential as a nation. 
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